MARY TUDOR
Most of the leading characters of the English
Reformation have been presented to modern
readers in a distorted fashion. In the case of
those who were the most important, such as
Thomas Cromwell and William Cecil, this dis-
tortion results in a false impression of the whole
movement., Mary Tudor, Henry VIII's eldest
child and only legitimate daughter, was not one
of those characters which mainly moulded the
Reformation period one way or the other. She
was more acted upon than acting; but as her
character has been more distorted than that
of any other it is both of interest and importance
for our judgment of the time to get it right.
The reason that her character has been more
distorted than any other is this: she was the most
strongly orthodox Catholic of all the principal
figures of the time. When she came to the
throne she stood for the great mass of the nation
in this respectj for the great mass of the nation
was, of course, wholly Catholic in 1553 when she
acceded, and could not imagine it could ever
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